MPOCS Biobank
Introduction


The Mpox Prospective Observational Cohort Study (MPOCS) was developed in response to the various unknowns about the clinical progression of the disease, the social and psychological impacts, the transmissibility of mpox infection, and the distribution and duration of viral shedding. The study recruited individuals who were being investigated for mpox based on clinical or epidemiologic grounds. Participants were recruited between May 2022 and December 2026. The study had 3 sites – 2 in Toronto, and 1 in Vancouver. Data and samples were collected at baseline, and participants were followed throughout their disease until 1 week after their symptoms were considered clinically resolved, or until they were lost to follow-up. 
The MPOCS Biobank consists of samples from participants who consented to biobank storage of their materials after participation in the main study. The purpose of the biobank is to store biological specimens for potential future testing related to mpox virus, co-infections, and the host response to mpox infection. 

Material and Data Request Form
Thank you for your interest in using the specimens and data from the MPOCS biobank. In order to access this biobank, you will need to complete the following form and submit it to the email address at the bottom of the form. As well, you will need to provide a 1-page description of the study and the rationale for the use of biobank material, a CV for the principal investigator, and a copy of the relevant REB/IRB approvals. The MPOCS Steering Committee will convene within 2 weeks of your application to review the application package and decide whether your proposal will be accepted. Once the study is approved, you will be asked to sign a Material Transfer Agreement. Fees will be determined by the number of samples and data requested, and will include biobank staff time.  
Please note that the materials and data from the biobank are to be used only by the Principal Investigator or employees/students working under their direct supervision, and exclusively for the research proposed in this form. The biobank data or material may not be transferred to a third party without the written consent of the MPOCS Steering Committee. If your research leads to a publication, you must acknowledge the biobank by including the following:
“Samples were obtained from the MPOCS Biobank, an approved observational cohort study which stored samples and data from individuals who tested positive for mpox for future, ethically-approved research.”
If you have any questions or comments, please email the biobank manager at optionslab@unityhealth.to. 

MPOCS Biobank
Material & Data Request Form

Application Date: Click or tap here to enter text.

Project Title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Principal Investigator

Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Affiliation: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.

Co-investigators and affiliations (please list):
Click or tap here to enter text.



Contact person:
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.

Requested Materials 
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☐ Serum
☐ Throat swab
☐ Nasopharyngeal swab
☐ Rectal swab
☐ Lesion swab
☐ Urine
☐ Semen


Type of Clinical Data needed (see available variables here)
Click or tap here to enter text.




Attestations
☐ I confirm that all the information provided in this request, as well as any other information that I may subsequently provide, is true
☐ I confirm that I have the necessary biosafety permits to obtain these materials and data
☐ I agree to sign the Material Transfer Agreement form before the requested material is sent to me
☐ I am committed to acknowledging the MPOCS biobank in future publications by using the following sentence: Samples were obtained from the MPOCS Biobank, an approved observational cohort study which stored samples and data from individuals who tested positive for mpox for future, ethically-approved research. 

Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date: Click or tap here to enter text.
Signature: 



Application checklist

☐ Completed and signed form

Please also include with the signed and completed form:

☐ 1 page description of study and rationale for use of biobank material
☐ Copy of REB/IRB approval
☐ Principal Investigators’ CV (max. 3 pages)


Please send the completed application package to optionslab@unityhealth.to with the subject title “MPOCS Biobank Access Request”
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Available Clinical Variables

Demographic variables:
· Year of birth
· Race
· Current gender identity
· Sex assigned at birth
· Sexual orientation

Socioeconomic variables:
· Housing
· Financial barriers to isolation
· Social barriers to isolation
· Employment status
· Sick leave access
· Income

Medical history variables:
· HIV status
· CD4 and viral load
· Anti-retroviral therapy
· Vaccinations
· Sexually transmitted infections

Mpox variables:
· Time from symptom onset to positive test
· Incubation period
· Symptoms
· Potential exposures
· Sexual activity
· Awareness of vaccines and therapeutics
· Isolation specifics
· Psychological distress during isolation
· Stigma 

